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*T hey who reach Parnaffus’ lofty crown. 

Employ their pains to fpurn fome others down; 

And while felf- love each jealous writer rules, 

Contending wits become the fport of fools. Pape. 

It may be thought that Ulyfles here is too oftentatious, and 
that he dwells more than modefty allows upon his own accom- 
pliihments ; butyr//-praife is fometimes no fault. Broome. 

No wonder fuch a fpirit, in fuch a fituation, is provoked 
beyond the regards of religion or Je/f-conv\&\on. Swift. 

Selfheal. n.f. [brunette, Latin.] A plant. The fame with 
Sanicle, which fee. 

Se lfish. adj. [from J'elf.] Attentive only to one’s own inte¬ 
reft ; void of regard for others. 

What could the moil a(piringyr//y 7 j man defire more, were 
he to form the notion of a being to whom he would recom¬ 
mend himfelf, than fuch a knowledge as can difcover the lead 
appearance of perfe£lion, and fuch a goodnefs as will propor¬ 
tion a reward to it ? Addifon's Spectator. 

Paflions, though filfifh, if their means be fair, 

Lift under reafon, and deferve her care ; 

Thofe that imparted court a nobler aim, 

Exalt their kind, and take fome virtue’s name. Pope. 

Se'lfishness. n.f [from felfijh.] Attention to his own in- 
tereft, without any regard to others ; felf-love. 

1 his fublimer love, being, by an intimate conjunction with 
its objeCt, throughly refined from all bafe drofs of filfijhnefs 
and intereft, nobly begets a perfect fubmiffion of our wills to 
the will of God. Boyle's Serapbick Love. 

Se'lfishly. adv. [from felfijh.] With regard only to his own 
intereft; without love of others. 

He can your merit felfijhly approve. 

And fliew the fenfe of it without the love. Pope. 

Se'efsame. adj. [fief and fame.] Numerically the fame. 

I have no great caufe to look for other than the felf-fame 
portion and lot, which your manner hath been hitherto to lay 
on them that concur not in opinion with you. Hooker, Pref. 

Elight purfu’d one way the felf-fame hour. Milton. 

I have been bafe, 

Bafe ev’n to him from whom I did receive 
All that a fon could to a parent give: 

Behold me punifh’d in the felf-Jame kind; 

Th’ ungrateful does a more ungrateful find. Dryden. 

Se'liqn, n.f. [folio, low Latin ] A ridge of land. Ainjw. 

Sell, pronoun, [for felf.] Sell is retained in Scotland for felf, 
and fells in the plural for felves. 

They turn round like grindle-ftones. 

Which they dig out fro’ the dells. 

For their bairns bread, wives and fells. Ben. fohnfon . 

Sell. n.f. [felle, French ; fella, Latin.] A faddle. 

Turning to that place, in which 
He left his lofty fteed with golden foils. 

And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not there. F. ££u. 

To SELL. v. a. [j-yllan, Saxon; fela, lllandick.] To give 
for a price; the word correlative to buy; to vend. 

The Midianites fold him unto Egypt, unto Potiphar. Gen. 
Let us fell him to the Ifhmaelites. Gen. xxxvii. 27. 

The full tenth part I gave to the fons of Aaron, and another 
I fold away. Tob. i. 7. 

All the inns and publick houfes are obliged to furnilh them- 
felves with corn, which is fold out at a much dealer rate than 
'lis bought up. Addijon on Italy. 

You have made an order that ale Ihould be Jcld for three 
half-pence a quart. Swift. 

To Sell. v. n. To have commerce or traffick with one. 

I will buy with you, fell with you; but I will not eat with 
you. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

Confult not with a buyer of felling. Ecclufi. xxxvii. 11. 

Se'llander. n.f. A dry fcab in a horfe’s hough or paf- 
tern. AitJworth. 

Se'ller. n.f. [from fell.] The perfon that fells; vender. 

To things of fale a feller's praife belongs. Shakefpeare. 
The name of the agent, of the feller, notary, and wit- 
neffes, are in both inftruments. Addifon on Italy. 

Se'lvage. n.f. [Of this word I know not the etymology. 
Skinner thinks felvage is faid as falvage, from its faving the 
cloath.] The edge of cloath where it is elofed by compli¬ 
cating the threads. 

Make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain from 
the felvage in the coupling. Ex. xxvi. 4. 

Selves. The plural of felf. 

Confcioufnefs being interrupted, and we lofing fight of 
our pad felves, doubts are raifed whether we are the fame. Locke. 

SE'MBLABLE. adj. [ fcmblable, French.] Like; refembling. 

Then be abhorr'd 

All feafts, focieties, and throngs of men ! 

His Jemblable , yea himfelf, Timon difdains. Shakefpeare. 
With fcmblable reafon we might expeCt a regularity in the 
winds. Brown s Vulgar Errours. 

Se'mblabi.y. adv. [from fimblable] With refemblance. 

A gallant knight he was, his name was Blunt; 

Sembtelly furnilh’d like the king himfelf. Shakefp. II. IV. 


SEM 

Se'mblance. n.f. [femblanct, Fr. from femblant.]. 

1. Likeuefs; refemblance; fimilitude; reprefentation. 

Solicit Henry with her wond'rous praife ; 

Bethink thee on her virtues, that furmount 
Her natural graces, that extinguilh art: 

Repeat thcii fembtence often. ~ Shakefpeare. 

She’s but the fign and fembtence of her honour: 

Behold how like a maid (he bluftics here! 

O, what authority and fhew of truth 
Can cunning fin cover itfelf withal! S/:ak<fp C ar e 

He with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not fubftance, gently rais’d 
T heir fainting courage, and difpell’d their fears. Milton 
1 his laft effort brought forth the opinion, that thefe bodies 
are not what they feein to be; that they are no Ihells, but 
mere fportings of active nature, and only femblances or imita¬ 
tions of Ihells. IVcodua-J. 

It is not his meaning that we put on the outward fiice and 
fembtence of virtue, only to conceal and dil’guile our vice. Rot, 

2. Appearance ; Ihow; figure. 

Be you the foldier; for you liked are. 

For manly fembtence and for /kill in war. Spen r er. 

Their fembtence kind, and mild their geftures were, 
Peace in their hands, and friendlhip in their face. Fairfax, 
All that fair and good in thy divine 
Semblance, and in thy beauty’s heav’nly ray. 

United I beheld. Milt. Par. Loll. 

SE'MBLAN r. adj. [femblant, French.] Like; refembling; 
having the appe ranceof anything. Little ufed. 

In delpite of age, of impious flame. 

And eating time, thy pidlure, like thy fame. 

Entire may laft ; that as their eyes furvey 
The J'embtent Ihade, men yet unborn may fay. 

Thus great, thus gracious look'd Britannia’s queen ; 

Her brow thus fmooth, her look was thus ferene. Prior. 
Se'mblant. n.f. Show; figure; refemblance; reprefenu- 
tion. Not in ufe. 

Her purpofe was not fuch as Ihe did feign, 

Ne yet her perfon fuch as it was feen ; 

But under fimplelhew, and femblunt plain. 

Lurks falfe Dueffa, fecretly unfeen. Fairy Sheen. 

Full lively is the femblant, tho’ the fubftance dead. Spenfi. 
Se'mblative. adj. [from femblant.] Suitable; accommodate; 
fit; refembling. 

Diana’s lip 

Is not more fmooth and ruby; thy frrrall pipe 
Is as the maiden’s organ, flirill and found; 

And all is fimblative a woman’s part. Shetk. "Twelfth Night. 
To Se'mble. v.n. [fembler, French.] Toreprcfcnt; to make 
a likenefs. Little ufed. 

Let Europe, fav’d, the column high eredl, 

Than Trajan’s higher, or than Antonine’s, 

Wh erefernbling art may carve the fair effedl. 

And full atchievement of thy great defigns. Prior. 

SEMI. n.f. [Latin.] A word which, ufed in competition, 
fignifies half: as femieirele, half a circle. 

Se’miannular. adj. [fend and annulus, a ring.] Half round. 
Another boar tulk, fomewhat llendcrcr, and of a firman- 
nular figure. Grew’s Mufeum. 

Se'mibref n. f. [fendbreve, French ] 

Semibref is a note in mufick relating to time, and is the lad 
in augmentation. It is commonly called the mafter-note, or 
meafure-note, or time-note, as being of a certain determinate 
mcafurc or length of time by itfelf; and all the other notes o‘ 
augmentation and diminution are adjufted to its value. Hams. 
He takes my hand, and as a ftiil which ftays 
A femibref, ’twixt each drop, he niggardly. 

As loth to enrich me, fo tells many a lyc. Dime. 

Semici'kcle. n f. [fimicirculus, Lat. fend and circle.] A halt 
round; part of a circle divided by the diameter. 

Black brows 

Become fome women beft, fo they be in a femieirele. 

Or a half-moon, made with a pen. Shakefpeare. 

Has he given the lye 
In circle, or oblique, or femieirele. 

Or diredt parallel ? Shakefpca't. 

The chains that held my left leg gave me the liberty 0 
walking backwards and forwards in a femieirele. Swift. 

Semici rclfd. \adj. [fend and circular.] Half round. 
SEMICI RCULAR. ) J J 

The firm fixure of thy foot would give an excellent mo¬ 
tion to thy gait, in a fmicirckd farthingale. Shakefpeare. 

The rainbow is caufcd by the rays of the fun falling upon a 
rorid and oppofite cloud, whereof fome reflected, others re¬ 
fracted, beget the femicircular variety we call the rainbow. 

Brown’s Vulgar Errours- 

The feas are indofed between the two femicircular rno fi 
that furround it. Addijon on ta-y- 

Semico'lon. n f. [femi and xwAov.] Half n colon ; 3 P oin 
made thus [;] to note a greater paufe than that of a comma. 

Semidia'meter. 
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Semidia'meter. n.f. [feme and diameter] Half the line 
which, drawn through the centre of a circle, .divides it into 
two equal parts; a llreight line drawn from the circumference 
to the center of a circle. 

Their difference is as little confiderablc as a fimidiameter of 
the earth in two mcafures of the higheft heaven, the one 
taken fioiii the furface of the earth, the other from its centre: 
thedifproportion is juft nothing. More. 

The force of this inftrument confiffs in the dilproportion 
of dillance betwixt the femidtemetcr of the cylinder and the 
fmidiameter of the rundle with the fpokes. IVilkins. 

ShMIDIaPHAN’e'ity. n.f [femi and diaphaneity.] Half 
tranfparency; iinperfec! tranfparency. 

The tranfparency or femidiaphaneity of the fuperficial cor- 
pufclcs of bigger bodies may have an intereft in the produc¬ 
tion of their colours. Boyle on .olours. 

Sem idia'phanous. adj [femi and diaphanous.] Half tranf- 
parent; imperfectly tranfparent. 

Another plate, finely variegated with a fimidia;hanons grey 
or iky, yellow and brown IV.odwird on Fojfils. 

Se'midoubl c . n.f. [femi and double.] In the Romdh bre¬ 
viary, fuch offices and feaft as are celebrated with Ids (blcm- 
nity than the double ones, but yet with more than the f: ;!e 
ones. _ _ _ / 'aiiey. 

Semiflo'sculous. adj. [femi and fifculus, Latin.] I ving 
a femifloret. - ai.ev. 

Se mifloret. n.f. [firm and floret.] Among flonlts, an 
half flourilh, which is tubulous at the beginning like a floret, 
and afterwards expanded in the form of a tongue. Bailey. 
Semifluid, adj. [femi and fluid.] Imperfediiy fluid. 

Phlegm, or petuite, is a fort of ftmijirtid, it being fo far 
foiid that one part draws alon^ fever*! other part adhering to 
it, which dotn not happen in a pcrfedl fluid, and yet no part 
will draw the whole mafs, as happens in a perfect f lid Arb. 
Sf.milu'na r. } adj. [ femilunaire , Fr. firm and tuna, Latin .1 
SeiVULU nary. J Refembling in form a half moon. 

The eyes are guarded with a fimilu'nar ridge Grew. 

^■meta, n.f. [femi and metal.] Half metal; imperfetft 

Semimetals ne metallick foffils, heavy, opakc, of a bright 
glittering furface, and not malleable under the hammer; fuch 
as quickfilvcr, antimony, cobalt, with the arfenicks, bifmuth, 
zink, with its ore calamine: to thefe may be added the femi- 
metallick recrements, fuch as tutty and pampholyx. Hill 
Semina lity. n.f [from fimen, Latin.] 7 

1. I he nature of feed. 

As though there were a fimirtality In urine, or that, like the 
Led, tt carried with it the idea of every part, they foolilhly 
conceive we vxfibly behold therein the anatomy o! every par- 

I. The power of being produced. W ' **" r &T “"' 

In the feeds of wheat there lied, obfcorely the/eW.V, of 

Seminal ad; r r ' r v r Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

1 u j a F [ffima., I rcnch; fimims, Latin.] 

1. belonging to feed. J 

2. Contained in the feed; radical. 

priSi:r o ftr r L PrCfCntCd US Wlth “obvious finnnal 
fufoeclcd ilto* PP i nt S en . cratlons » we Ihould never have 

fuel, unlikely ,naS° ran,m ^ ^ P roc f edtd 

beylSSeTecre^ heav " 2 ^ TT* ° f 3 

jnorc than human life beyond t°he ftrenpho°f tte/S/Jir- 
ftrong one." ma " aSe 3 f,ck ' y Conftitutior B and preferve a 

fte" fiminarium from fimJtll\ 

- Ueground where any thing is fown to be aftcrCds’S 
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Sf.mina'tIwL;. n.f. [ from fimino, Latin] The atfl rf 
fowiivg. 

SeminTfxcal. \adj. [fimen and fade, Latin] Produflive of 
Semini'fick. J feed. 

We are made to believe, that in the fourteenth year males 
are fiminifical and pubefeent; but he that Ihall inquire into 
the generality, will rather adhere unto Ariftotle. Brown. 
Seminifica'tion. n fi 

Seminification is the propagation from the feed or feminal 
P arts . / ale's Origin of Mankind. 

Semidpa'cous. adj. [fitni and opticus, Latin.] Half dark. 
Semio acors bodies are fuch as, looked upon in an ordinary 
light, and not held betwi.vt it and the eyej' are not wont to be 
diferiminated from the reft of opacous bodies. Bov e. 

Sem pe'dal. adj. [femi and pedis, Latin.] Containing half a 
foot. 

Semipervpi'cuous. adj. [find and perfpicutts, Latin.] Half 
tranfparent; imperfectly clear. 

A kind of amethyltine flint, not compofed of cryftals or 
grains; but one intire rnaffy ftone, fimiperffiicupus, and of a 
pale blue, almoft of the colour of fome cow’s herns. Grew. 
Semi ordinate, n.f. [In conick fedtiens.] A line drawn 
ar right angles to and biffe fled by the axis, and reaching from 
oni !o of the fection to another; the half of which is pro- 
perlv me fimiordinate, but is how called the ordinate Harris. 
Semipellu'cid. adj. [femi and pelluaduij Latin.] Half clear; 
imp. rfedtly tranfparent. 

A ight grey jcmipellucid flint, of much the fame complexion 
with she common Indian agat. IVodward. 

Se'miproof. n.J. [find and proof] The proof of a finHe 
e ^Wence. 

Sfm»(>ua drate. 7 n.f [In aftronomy.] An afpedl of the 
u- MiQjiA rtile. J planets when diftant from each other forty 
five degrees, or one fign and a half. Bailey. 

Semiqva ver. n.f. [In mulick.] /. note fcontainin® half the 
quantity of ■' quaver. 0 iail 

Semh^-i t- n.j. [In aftronomy.] An afpedl of the pla- 
nr” er at the dillance of thiity-fix degrees from one an- 
otnfcr. Bn'l 

Semtse'xtile. n.f. [In aftronomy.] A femifixfb ; an afpcdl of 
1 ' K I'**nets when they are tant from each other one twelfth 
part of a circle, or t , ueerees. Bar cv. 

EMlsPHE'RieAL. adj. [find and fpherical.] Belonging to 
hall a ft:’ ... J JIT • 

SEMisPF KK a'iDAL. adj. [ femi an Sfpheroidai] Formed likfj 
h 3 lr fphcroid. 

Semi 1 e'rtian. n.f. [femi and tertian.] An ague com¬ 
pounded of a tertian and a quotidian. Bailev. 

T he natural produdt of fuch a cold moift year are tertians 
finute, turns, and fon e quartan s. Arbuthmt on AT. 

Semitone, n f [jtmtton, French.] In mufick, one of the 

CI£f T rPf'S fix rAnriMHAi.A _ » .. .. 


degrees of concinuous intervals of concords. Bailev 

Semlvo wEe n.j. [fimi and vowel ] A confonant which 
makes^an impcriedt found, or does not demand a total occhi- 


cufS oT h aL fi utVn a h,d! a f nting T* ° Ut ° f thcir /Varies, 

like quickfet. f ° ni the 2 r « u Dd, and plant them 

2. "I he place or nricrim) A i l Mortimer's Husbandry. 

Thh brought; ' 

wmmon intccumenr an,I 1 , • 3t . t0 ? °/ a **» ^ crv u»g for a 

that furnilheth forth matter ^ m . nar> or P r °mptuary 

, a ,!" mal and vegetable bodies^ C fonnatlon increment of 
-v Seminal ftate. IVocdward. 

contrived them f ‘ rft / creatcc l earth, hath wifely 

maintain the mten'tion ^ ^ ^ 

4 ' °jig'nal; firft principles. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

c e ht ° 

beggars. lhau lieams of nafty folks and 

S- Breeding pl ace . dam a ■ f 'larvey on the Ptepue. 

ar e tranfplanted into life. CduC3tl0n ’ from "hence fcholars 

. n» i„„ s „f co ; r , 5srAy hiW “ b«J. 

m any Chriftian country. C wur ^ mfiitutcd feminaries 

Swift , 


fion of the mouth. 

When Homer would reprefent any agreeable obiedi: he 
makes ufe of the fmootheft vowels and mof: flowir e femi- 
yowe.s. Broome's Notes to the fifty 

Xj V T P la^ tM^***< is, id pays 

veaTs^ buTth^^ Wi!1 pUt out branrhes fwo or three 
jears, but they wrap the root in a„ oil cloth once in J,aif a 

1. Eternal m futurity; having beginni; g, but no end. 

1 hofe, though they fuppofe the v.- rl I not to be eternal 
a parte ante, are not contented to fuppofe it to ’be S 
piUrnal, or eternal a parte pojt ; but will carry up the Crea¬ 
tion of the world to an immeufe antiquity'. ii a i, 

2. In poetry it is ufed Amply f or eti rna!. 

Should we the long depending fcale afeend 
Uf fons and fathers, will it never end ? 

twill, then mull wc through the order run, 
o fome one man whofe being ne’er begun; 
iva °r C man was firripitcrndl, why 

tion »•!*„« ^ W-S»-*« k .L« M .l Future dl 


Jura- 


mitted C fi'rpitemUy of the world, being ad¬ 

mitted, though the eternity a parte ante be denied thrm f mi 
j»* futute infinity fo, t„o Lunation of 

Se mstress. n. fi. f veamei-rre Savnn l a Hale. 

bufintf, it ,0 fi.fi w„ m ]„Th„ S i“ n o 

T wo hundred firnjlrefjcs were eninlovrH , _ . 

and linnen for bed and tabic which m3kc me ft'rts, 

together in feveml ’ ^ We / (> to quilt 

Gutlf'eVi Travel-. 


ber fix; containing fix/ ’ Be l° n gmg to the num- 


SE'NATE. 
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